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For weeks there has been no water, no heat, no electricity, and no hope throughout Syria. Grown men cry 
in the street from fear and frustration. They feel that they have been forgotten by the entire world. 
The brethren have taken advantage of that hopelessness by demonstrating the love that Christ has for the 
people. They are giving away food bags to the refugees who have no food.  Some of these are the families 
of those who have persecuted our preachers in the past. Already more than 100 of these women have 
come to Christ. Most of them have expressed their hope that their husbands, when they return home from 
fighting, can find Christ as well. Sadly, as of four days ago, 38 of those husbands have already perished. 
Without Christ. Without hope. 
On Tuesday our men, what is left of them, searched for a place to house these hundreds of wives, mothers 
and children; trying to get them away from the city and the constant shelling from tanks and planes and the 
sniper’s bullets. Two of our men, not pastors but laymen, one age 25 and one age31 had taken a rented 
bus and transported a full load to the acquired location ( a large house offered freely to us for this purpose). 
After dropping off the first load they left to fill the bus again with more refugees. While turning at a corner, 
assailants opened fire and killed both of them. This war/persecution has taken the lives of nearly every 
man we have in our Syrian churches. The Body of Christ is being systematically exterminated. 

   
 
Port City of Latakia 
 
Yesterday afternoon we lost contact with our two main leaders and feared the worse knowing that the 
areas where they live were being attacked by the Syrian Air Force. Finally last night at midnight we made 
contact. One family is intact and safe. The other, whom we call W. has suffered once again. Earlier 
yesterday they had sent their kids to a church member's house and W. and his wife remained home to care 
for wounded strangers. In the afternoon their house was hit with a aerial missile and demolished. W. and 
his wife were buried alive under tons of concrete rubble. Our midnight call revealed that they had been 
extracted and taken to a clinic. We know that W.’s wife has one broken leg but that’s all we know of her at 

  



this moment. W. had both his legs broken and his left shoulder broken and is suffering internal damage but 
to what extent we don’t know. 
We have already wired $1500 for emergency help. We don’t expect any of you to do more than you have 
already done - but we hope that you will. We must let what is left of the Church know that they are not 
without hope and that they are not alone.  
 
Jon Nelms 
(If you want to help you may do so by designating your donation for Middle East Refugees) 
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